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ULSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY
THE opening meeting of the Ulster Medical Society for session 1937-8 was held in
the Whitla Medical Institute on 28th October, 1937. I he out-going president,
Professor P. 1. Crymble, installed the president for the incoming session, Professor
W. W. D. Thomson, who, before delivering his address on "The Life and Times
of Hans Sloanie" (published elsewhere in this number of the Journal), referred to
those members of our Society who had passed beyond the veil during the past year.
Robert McDowell, M.D., after a long illness during which Ino man ever heard
him complain, passed to his reward on the 29th November last. He was truly a
physiciani greatly beloved, and onie who practised his art rather than his profession.
TIo him may he aptly applied the words once used by Seneca of just such another:
"This physician bestowed more labour on me than lhe was bound to do; he not only
contented not himself to prescribe me rem-edies, but also vouchsafed to apply and
mintister them. He sat carefully by me and succoured me: no office distasted him:
no pain disliked him; if he had seen me bemoan myself he was sorrowful. To this
man I am not tied as to a physician, but as to a friend."
Alexander McCambridge Dixon Alonypeniy, M.B., died at the early age of 33 as
a result of ani attack of pneumonia. Although he had been in practice barely eight
years he had already establishe(d himself as a practitioner of outstanding ability.
Deeply interested in his work, he counted no sacrifice of time or energy too great
to be given in the service of a patient or a friend. Cheerful, unselfish, and straight-
forward, he was beloved and respected by all who knew him. Nor were his interests
confined to his professional work-he was a lover of music and of literature and
of all healthy outdoor sport.
His loss is keenly felt by his many friends, and his memory will always be
retained by them in affectionate remembrance.
James Maxwell WNarnock,. M.D., a native of the Ards, lived and laboured in the
district he loved so well. A man of high ideals, of great medical ability, especially
in the diagnosis and treatment of the infectious fevers, retiring and conscientious,
he was held in the highest esteem by his colleagues in this Society. The manner of
his death bore testimony to his (levotion to duty. Falling a victim to influenza, he
was urged to take a holiday, but refused on the ground that he could not desert his
practice in the middle of an epidemic. He developed broncho-pneumonia and died
in a few days.
Norman Colum Patrick, M.D., died after a brief illness, oni the 6th March. The
greater part of his professional career, except during the years of the Great War,
when he served with the army in France, was spent in our public health services,
the highest position in which he occupied at the time of his death. Quiet and
reserved, upright and kindly, he was held in affectionate esteem by all who knew
him. With the sudden death of his brother, Colonel Patrick, a few days later, our
community was robbed of two meni who never spared themselves in the work of
public service.
78Professor William St. Clair Symmers, M.W., occupied this chair during the
session 1923-4. Nine years later, in recognition of his character as a man and of
his great services to our Medical School, he was admitted to the short and jealously
guarded roll of Honorary Fellows.
As Dean of the Medical Faculty he was the guide, philosopher, and friend of
every medical student. The dignity of his presence, the graciousness of his life,
the nobility of his character, the culture of his mind, the treasure of his friendship,
and the delights of his fellowship, have left an abiding impress on his day and
generation.
The death of our senior Honorary Fellow, Sir John William Moore, M.D.,
F.R.C.P.I., at the age of 92, severs a link which connected this Society with the
days when Graves and Stokes made the Irish School of Medicine famous through-
out the world. Sir John succeeded William Stokes as physician to the Meath
Hospital in 1875; he resigned from the active staff at the age of 88; his eye was
not dimmed nor his natural force abated. "One of my most cherished memories,"
Professor Thomson said, "will ever be the picture of this very gentle, perfect knight
entering his ward at the Meath, figure bent and long grey beard, but with active
step, eyes alert, and outstretched hand to welcome with old-world courtesy his
colleague from the North."
At the conclusion of Professor Thomson's address, Professor C. G. Lowry pro-
posed a vote of thanks to the president, and Sir Thomas Houston seconded.
The second meeting of the session was held on 4th November, with the president,
Professor Thomson, in the chair. The following short papers, published elsewhere
in this number of the Journal, were read:-"A Problem in Diagnosis," by Mr.
R. J. McConnell; "A Case of Alkalosis," by Dr. R. Marshall; "A Case of Carci-
noma of the Appendix," by Mr. J. S. Loughridge; "A Case of Hodgkins' Disease,
with Spinal Canal Involvement," by Dr. H. H. Stewart; "A Report on Five Cases
of Influenzal Meningitis," by Dr. F. F. Kane.
The third meeting of the session, held on 18th November, was devoted to the
Robert Campbell Memorial Oration. It was delivered by Dr. Leonard Colebrook of
London, and the subject chosen was "The Control of Infections Due to Hoemolytic
Streptococci." This oration is published as a supplement to the Journal. Professor
Thomson, the president of the Ulster Medical Society, occupied the chair, and at
the conclusion of the meeting a vote of thanks was proposed by Sir Thomas
Houston, which was seconded by Professor R. J. Johnstone.
The fourth meeting of the session was held on 2nd December, with the president,
Professor Thomson, in the chair. Mr. G. D. F. McFadden read a paper entitled
"Carcinoma of the Large Bowel." This paper we hope to publish in the April
number of the Journal. An interesting discussion followed the paper, in which the
following took part: - Professor Crymble, Mr. Ian Fraser, Mr. S. T. Irwin,
Professor Lowry,. and Mr. Woodside.
H. HILTON STEWART, Hon. Secretary.
Malone Road, Belfast.
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NORTH-EAST ULSTER DIVISION
TIHE Division met in the Cafe, Coleraine, on Monday, 1st November, and the
chairman, Dr. G. Bateman, presided. The members stood for a few moments in
silenice as a tribute to the memory of the late Dr. Keers, formerly of Rasharkin,
who had died since the last meeting. TIhe main business was the chairman's
address, and Dr. Bateman spoke on "Medical Men as Portrayed in Later English
Literature." He gave many quotations from English authors which showed that
there has always existed a great difference of opinion amongst novelists regarding
the qualities and abilities of our profession. Although the doctor has been ridiculed
and severely castigated in many books, on the other hand he has had praise
showered on him by not a few famous authors during the past hundred years.
Dr. MIcClelland proposed, and Dr. McGlade seconded, a vote of thanks to Dr.
Bateman for his most interesting and illuminating paper, whiclh was a very pleasant
leparture from a purely clinical address.
Tlhe programme for the session was discussed, and attention was drawn to the
poor attendance at several meetinigs in the past. It was decided to have a meeting
(levoted to five-minute papers, and several members volunteered to take part. The
usual silver collection for medical charities was taken, and the chairman was
thanked for very kindly providing tea.
Eglinton T'errace, Portrush. J. M. HUNTER.
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION
PORTADOWN AND WEST DOWN DIVISION
THE first meeting of the present session of the Portadown and 'Vest Down Division
of the British Medical Association was held at the Lurgan and Portadown District
Hospital on WVednesday, 27th October, at 3.30 p.m., by invitation of the matron
and medical staff.
A large attendance of members and hospital nursing staff viewed a film dealing
with "The Use of Elastoplast in Modern Surgery and General Practice." rhe
members were afterwards entertained to tea.
The Manor House, Lurgan. W. WARING BASSETT, Hon. Secretary.
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